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J|After November, 1936, the war can be divided into
three stages. The first lasted up to about the middle of
April. It included the taking of Malaga in February,
and should have ended in the capture of Madrid. This
failed, chiefly owing to the resistance of the Govern-
ment troops on the Jaraina river in March, and still
more to the rout of the Italians near Guadalajara. The
next phase was the attack on the isolated northern
Government area—the Asturian and Basque country
which was cut off from eastern Spain, and extremely
short of munitions. This was gradually reduced, chieSy
through sheer weight of metal, and the complete control
of the air by the German bombers. Then followed in
the autumn and winter the later stage which is not
complete when this is being written, the period when
General Franco was expected to use his forces for an
attack upon the Aragon front and upon Madrid.
During the first phase the evidence suggests that a
force of about fifty thousand Italian regulars and Black-
shirts was landed in the south of Spain. Their expedition
was a definite breach of the non-intervention agreement
even before February 20th, the date upon which Italy.
Germany, and the other Powers promised to forbid the
departure of * volunteers.* Apart from the question
whether the Italians or Germans could possibly be
described as * volunteers,* they went from their coun-
tries equipped and armed.
The Italian expedition, with some help from German
aircraft and considerable assistance from Moors and
the Foreign Legion, succeeded in capturing Malaga in
the early days of February.^ The Government forces,
badly armed and on this occasion very badly, led, put
op an extremely poor defence. The quality of the
Spaniard as a fighting man seems to vary considerably

